Safety Alert

Fall from Safety Step Causes LTI

Incident Description

A tyre servicemen was installing wheel nuts above shoulder height on a CAT 789 Pos 4
wheel, while standing on an approved safety step (~ 500mm in height). When the air operated
rattle gun slipped off the wheel nut, he lost his balance and fell backwards onto the concrete
floor in the tyre bay landing on his lower back.

He subsequently was taken to the hospital by ambulance where his
injuries were confirmed to be a pinched nerve in his lower back. While
this incident resulted in a lost time injury, it had the potential to have far
more serious consequences.

Recommendations

Before commencing a task involving the use of any tooling while required to stand on a
platform to gain extra height, perform a JHA determining the best step or platform to be used
for the task. Minimum checkpoints to consider in the JHA:

1. Height of the task - is the platform/step appropriate for the task e.g. does it
require a guardrail, and does it meet the sites’ ‘working at heights’
requirements for use.

2. Platforms/steps should be inspected prior to use — platforms/steps must be
approved, fit for purpose, undamaged, clean and not slippery.

3. Positioning of the platform/step and stability of the platform/step while
carrying out the task — ensure your centre of mass remains over the
platform/step at all times i.e. consider reach limitations — how much bending,
sideways reach, overreaching does the task require, and does the
platform/step provide adequate stability for the person should he become
unbalanced.

Go safe — always.

Tilman Rasche, Manager — Global Risk & Business Improvement,
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The information provided on this website is intended for information only and of bringing the existence of potential problems to your attention and
to advise you of solutions which we have adopted. We do not warrant that any solutions that we have adopted are infallible, nor do we recommend
that you adopt same. If you are concerned about a potential problem and wish to implement a solution, then we recommend you carry out your own
research and testing. Expert advice should be obtained before adopting any solution that we have adopted to ensure that such a solution is
appropriate and suitable to your needs. Any information provided on this web site is not intended to create any sort of legal relationship between
Klinge & Co Pty Ltd and you, nor is it intended that you will rely upon it without obtaining proper professional advice. Klinge & Co Pty Ltd will
not be responsible for any loss and damage occasioned, including but not limited to damages for personal injuries or loss of business or other
profits, by any person relying on information contained in this website. Klinge & Co does not guarantee that the information on the web site is
accurate, reliable, definitive, complete or up to date. Klinge Group may claim legal privilege and common interest privilege in relation to this
material.




