
 

Safety Alert 

 

‘Klinge Safe Tyres Produce More & Last Longer’ 
The information provided on this website is intended for information only and of bringing the existence of potential problems to your attention and 
to advise you of solutions which we have adopted. We do not warrant that any solutions that we have adopted are infallible, nor do we recommend 
that you adopt same. If you are concerned about a potential problem and wish to implement a solution, then we recommend you carry out your own 
research and testing. Expert advice should be obtained before adopting any solution that we have adopted to ensure that such a solution is 
appropriate and suitable to your needs. Any information provided on this web site is not intended to create any sort of legal relationship between 
Klinge & Co Pty Ltd and you, nor is it intended that you will rely upon it without obtaining proper professional advice. Klinge & Co Pty Ltd will 
not be responsible for any loss and damage occasioned, including but not limited to damages for personal injuries or loss of business or other 
profits, by any person relying on information contained in this website. Klinge & Co does not guarantee that the information on the web site is 
accurate, reliable, definitive, complete or up to date. Klinge Group may claim legal privilege and common interest privilege in relation to this 
material. 

 

Hazard Alert: ‘Hydraulic Bite’ from high-pressure 
hydraulic hose 
 
A tyre serviceman received serious injuries to his hand while using a hydraulic Portapower 
tool. Despite wearing PPE (gloves), high-pressure oil was injected into his hand from the 
equipment when the hose ruptured where he was holding it. He required emergency 
hospitalisation and surgery. 
 
To avoid such accidents at your workplace, follow site safe work procedures and 
 
o Check the Portapower tool for any defects each time prior to using it; pay particular 

attention to examining the hose and all fittings closely for cracks, kinks or other signs of 
damage. 

 
o Do not lift the hydraulic pump or ram head by the connecting hydraulic hose – this will 

weaken the connections. 
 
o Ensure the hydraulic ram is properly secured before you start pressurising the system. 
 
o Stop and check for any leaks, particularly on the ram and the hose while pressurising 

the system – stop and repair any leaks before proceeding. 
 
o Do not hold the hose with your hands or support it with other 

parts of your body while pressurising the system. 
 
o After your work is completed, carefully store the Portapower tool in an appropriate area. 
 
Observing these simple points can save you from serious injury 
 
Work safely always 
 
Tilman Rasche 
Mgr. Health & Safety        7 February 2003 
 
 

o Note: Respect the energy stored in hydraulic systems, like electrical energy 
you cannot see hydraulic energy!  

o Do not rely on PPE – oil or any other fluid under high pressure will cut 
through most materials. 


